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Film Analysis- Linda Blair: “The Exorcist”
The Cultural/Political/Social Themes Relevant to the Film’s Era
The general atmosphere of the film and the life of the main actress, Regan, impacts both the cultural and social spheres of life during the 1970s. The era witnessed a lot of social and cultural changes in the world. The ancient communities were said to be conservative in their culture, but with the 1970s, people exercised autonomy in their lives. Therefore, they did not uphold their learning and social matrix dictated (Geary, p. 57). The film criticizes the institutions of family, religion, and marriage, which appeal to the culture and social aspects of life.
Regan (Linda Blair) transforms from a humbled girl to a devil servant. The possession is strange because it starts sexuality issues. Regan being on the verge of adolescent wants to have a sexual identity. Sexuality crisis manifest in the way she talks to her mother, father, priests, and other people in the community (Kelly, p. 65). The actress tells her mother to lick her and disrespects her father during a phone call when she calls him a “cock sucker.” Social life during the 1970s era invited freedom to the extent that the respect of children to their parents was thin. 
The film, through the life of Regan, explores blasphemy committed by the new generation of believers. People in the 1970s and even today, worshipped the devil for quick riches and extravagance (Geary, p. 56). The film attacks blasphemy when Regan masturbates with a crucifix. Also, the Virgin Mary appears in a drawing as a harlot, a thing which is not strange with the new generation of non- believers (Kelly, p. 67). It attacks the reality that people, who lead others in religious matters, may not be worshiping the true God. The language used in the film reflects the evil which reigns in people’s lives. While the word may sound vulgar, it is what people use to communicate with their spouses in marriage, sons, and daughters, in-laws, and religious leaders. The vocabulary and actions expose the “unthinkable” in modern cultures.
Why Was The Actor In This Film Significant?
The role played by the actress in the film is of paramount importance because it attacks the themes of culture and social life from an innocent point of view. Regan is an adolescent, and therefore, she reacts out of innocence. When she transforms, the devil works on an innocent soul, so whatever she speaks to the audience appears as the language of the devil. Therefore, her age and the role Regan plays in the film neutralize the vulgarity in her speech (Geary, p. 59). The actress represents, regardless of the devil’s influence, a teen who suffers the experience of family breakage. Regan’s parents sign a divorce, and Regan struggles with the issues of identity. Therefore, the role she plays in the film cannot go unappreciated.
What Barriers Did Both The Actor And The Film Break?
Many horror movies involving the devil do not explore some of the taboo cultures in the society like it does “The Exorcist.” The sexuality issues presented in the film at the helm of devil’s work show the community embraces unthinkable sexual cultures such as homosexuality, woman sexuality, etc. The city finds it hard to discuss cultural taboos, but the film breaks the barrier.
Personal Reaction to the Performance
The performance of the film is impressive. The actors and actresses make the performance appear as if it were a reality. For this reason, I would say that “The Exorcist,” although it hit on extremes, represents that which human beings do in their lives. I love the performance of Regan and the priest, who struggles to deliver the suffering young girl (Regan) from the devil.
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